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Preface: A Year of Shared Voices:

This month, it is South Africa Bioimaging’s turn to share with you news and opportunities from the Global

Bioimaging community!

Dear All,

With 2026 now in full swing, the Global Bioimaging community is as vibrant as ever, and it is our

privilege as the South Africa Bioimaging team to share with you the news from the community.

We also take this opportunity to highlight some of the activities in South Africa!

Taking a look back at SABI developments in 2025
2025 | South Africa 

South Africa Bioimaging is a community-driven network of microscopy users, core facilities, and

trade across South Africa focused on strengthening bioimaging infrastructure, expertise, and

collaboration. Our mission is to promote the uptake of imaging through training initiatives and

programs to increase exposure and awareness of microscopy, to connect imaging researchers for

the sharing of resources and knowledge and to advocate for imaging sciences to funding bodies

and policy makers.

Some of the strategic focus areas for 2025 were to strengthen the national connectivity between

imaging facilities and to enhance the digital visibility of South African bioimaging. A multi-

institutional team was established, and members are now actively working towards growing the

community. The online presence of SABI improved by leaps and bounds, with an increase of 213%

for website interactions and an increase of 157% for newsletter subscribers. The most notorious

growth was seen in LinkedIn engagement. LinkedIn followers increased from 39 at the end of

2025 to 357 in December 2026! Although we have followers from the USA, Germany, India, the UK,

the Netherlands, Nigeria, etc., 58% of our followers are from the various regions in South Africa.

For more information on our activities in 2025, please visit:

 https://www.sabioimaging.org/

Electron Microscopy in Practice - From Sample Preparation to 3D-(Immuno)CLEM
12-23 January 2026 | University of Pretoria, South Africa

This successful open symposium and subsequent workshop addressed scarce skills in Tokuyasu

cryosectioning, immunolabelling, CLEM and 3D imaging in many SA laboratories.  It consisted of an

open symposium, followed by intensive training of 12 participants by Prof. Muriel Mari (Aarhus

University), Viola Oorschot (EMBL) and Dr Frederic Leroux (DiATOME). They were joined in the

Symposium by Keynote speakers Profs Judith Klumperman (Utrecht) and Jemima Burden (UCL). We

are extremely grateful to them and their institutions, and sponsors National Research Foundation,

MSSA, JEOL, Zeiss, Leica, for the demo Enuity, EMPOWER and our hosts, University of Pretoria.

Super-Resolution Imaging of Cellular Transport Networks

 https://www.sabioimaging.org/post/electron-microscopy-em-in-practice-from-sample-preparation-to-

3d-immuno-clem

**Images kindly provided by the event organisers

South African students and
researchers shine in the African ZEISS
calendar competition
December 2025 | Africa

The African ZEISS calendar competition
generated remarkable energy, attracting talent
from across the continent. What began as a
technical showcase became a celebration of
“living art,” highlighting microscopy’s artistic
potential. ZEISS received 15 quali^ed
applications featuring over 44 images.
Application specialists ^rst conducted a blind
technical review to ensure scienti^c
excellence. Subsequent rounds were judged by
non-microscopists with an eye for beauty,
prioritising visual impact and artistic appeal.
The competition revealed hidden worlds,
showing microscopy as both science and art.

Congratulations to the winners!

First prize: Dr Caitlyn Mahony, University of
Cape Town, South Africa (images acquired at
Stellenbosch University)
Second Prize: Dr Viantha Naidoo, African
Microscopy Initiative, University of Cape Town,
South Africa
Third Prize: Dr Chantelle Venter, Stellenbosch
University, South Africa

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:
activity:7408859550944235520/

https://www.zeiss.com/microscopy

Imaging 4 All funding enabled South African PhD student to attend EMBO Practical
Course
23 to 28 November 2025  | EMBL, Heidelberg, Germany.

Through the Imaging for All initiative, South African PhD student, Mr Michael Cowley, had the

opportunity to attend the EMBO Practical Course on Volume Electron Microscopy by Automated Serial

SEM, which was held at the European Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL) in Heidelberg, Germany. 

This course brought together expert microscopists and researchers from around the world to delve
into cutting-edge methods, including ultramicrotome-based serial block-face SEM, focused ion beam
SEM, array tomography, image data processing, CLEM, and CXEM, with a strong emphasis on both
theoretical foundations and practical hands-on training.

Mr Cowley was also joined by South African imaging scientist, Ms Deane Basson, for this course.
Follow the link to read their testimonies on the course. (Photos were kindly provided by Michael Cowley)

 https://www.sabioimaging.org/post/south-african-students-attend-embl

AfInMic International Student Microscopy Symposium 2025 (ISMS 2025): Bridging
Scales_Growing Pan-African Microscopy Talent Online
1–4 December 2025

Held virtually from 1–4 December 2025, the African Inclusive Microscopy (AfInMic) International

Student Microscopy Symposium (ISMS 2025) brought together over 130 students from 14 African

countries, nearly doubling its reach since 2021. The event celebrated emerging excellence with awards

in Light Microscopy, LCSM, SEM, TEM, and Spectroscopy. A highlight was the TradePrize, awarding a

student from Morocco a fully funded trip to MSSA 2026, proving that digital platforms can successfully

build real-world scienti^c capacity across the continent.

Microscopy Society for Southern Africa Conference 2026
30 November-4 December 2026 | Stellenbosch, South Africa

It is the mission of the Microscopy Society of Southern Africa to promote and develop microscopy at
all levels in the Southern African region. During the biannual MSSA conference, the microscopy
community is strengthened through interaction and networking, engagement on the latest
technological developments and sharing impact in the life sciences and material sciences alike. In
doing so, MSSA is building a strong imaging community, including trade, imaging facilities, PIs and
students, that enables ground-breaking research that bene^ts our society.

 https://www.microscopy.co.za/welcome
Abstract submission open 1 March 2026

Global BioImaging News

UNESCO–GBI i4A Support Award for Remote Access
Application deadline: 10 March 2026

The UNESCO–GBI i4A Support Award for Remote Access, developed with UNESCO under its
UNESRALE initiative, enables former Imaging 4 All (i4A) Access and Pro awardees from the 1st and
2nd Open Calls to continue collaborations with their host institutions through remote access to
imaging equipment and expertise. The award supports follow-up experiments, image analysis, and
continued scienti^c exchange. Up to three projects will be supported, with up to €5,000 per project
(paid to the host institution). Funded by the Wellcome Trust.

Learn more and apply:

 Imaging 4 All Website

https://lnkd.in/dKaerM4t

 UNESCO Call Announcement

https://lnkd.in/dRmkHmh4

REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN!
Hybrid | EMBL, Heidelberg | 4–8 May 2026

foundingGIDE (Founding a Global Image Data Ecosystem) is an EU-funded initiative coordinated by Euro-

BioImaging ERIC, bringing together partners from Europe, Australia, and Japan to advance global

biological and preclinical image data sharing.

As an omcial project partner, Global BioImaging (GBI) actively contributes to strengthening global

coordination. The meeting will convene infrastructure leaders, imaging scientists, funders, and policy

makers under the theme: From Interoperability to Global Impact.

The programme includes the main meeting (4–6 May), followed by dedicated workshops (7–8 May) on

Australian Imaging Services (AIS) and Euro-BioImaging Image Data Analysis Services.

Stay tuned or tune in online if you cannot join in person – free registration!

 Register here

SAVE THE DATE: Global BioImaging Annual Meeting
Hybrid | EMBL, Heidelberg | 26–29 October 2026

Around the Globe

Calls are open to visit the Advanced Imaging Centre (AIC) at Janelia
Deadline: 3 April 2026 | Janelia Research Campus, VA, USA

The AIC makes imaging technologies and expertise developed at Janelia Research Campus freely

available to the scienti^c community before the instruments can be purchased commercially. Scienti^c

investigators from any nonpro^t organisation may apply to use the facility.

We encourage applications from researchers who are addressing signi^cant scienti^c questions that

require measurements of cellular/molecular behaviour at spatial and/or temporal resolutions that would

only be possible for them through access to the AIC.

https://www.aicjanelia.org/

https://www.aicjanelia.org/apply

Image Data Community Days
Online | 13 - 17 April 2026

From April 13-17, 2026, Euro-BioImaging will host 5 online days packed with lectures, hands-
on workshops and networking sessions covering topics like image data analysis, preclinical
and medical image data, workoows, FAIR data, ^le formats, and community initiatives.

Global BioImaging will also be there. See you on Zoom!
 More information & Registration

Next CNSP SPM2026 - Building on Our Foundation for Discovery and Innovation.
9-11 June 2026 | Ottawa, United States of America

We are delighted to announce that the Canadian Network of Scienti^c Platforms (CNSP) is hosting an in-

person Scienti^c Platform Meeting in Ottawa on June 9-11, 2026 with the theme “Building on Our

Foundation for Discovery and Innovation.”

We have con^rmed international keynote speakers, and with the meeting being in Ottawa, we anticipate

strong engagement with key decision makers, government agencies and national funders. 

The program includes:

a) presentation and open discussion around the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI) Stream 3 funding

of core facility infrastructure and platform scientists

b) how to build effective interactions between scienti^c platforms and industry, government agencies and

funders with platforms

c) celebration of the 10th anniversary of the CNSP – looking back and looking forward to the next decade

d) professional development activities for platform scientists and administrators

e) platforms scientist/administrator award

Stay tuned: details will follow shortly, and registration will open soon!

 https://cnsp-rcps.ca/cnsp-spm-2026-save-the-date/

I2KxBINA2026: Cultivating the Multiscale Imaging Frontier
27 September - 2 October 2026 |  Madison, WI, USA

BINA’s 2026 Community Congress will be held jointly with Images 2 Knowledge (I2K). I2K brings together

developers, researchers, and students from around the world working in computational image analysis.

As life science studies increasingly rely on microscopy images, the ability to perform quantitative analysis

on these data is a critical skill. Over the years, the I2K Conference has become a oagship event for

scientists eager to explore interactive tutorials and cutting-edge open-source solutions for biological

image reconstruction and analysis.

 https://www.bioimagingnorthamerica.org/events/i2kxbina2026/

In case you missed it

 New preprint now available on Zenodo
 https://zenodo.org/records/18327781

Explore GBI’s community tools, whitepapers, and working group outputs—from best-practice

guides to reports and publications . https://globalbioimaging.org/documents

Visit Us Now!
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